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Visit of President of East Timor

to Bradford

The recent visit of Jose Ramos Horta to Bradford University provided the East Timorese in England, and the Peter Trustees and Trust Supporters, with an opportunity to hear about the current situation in East Timor from someone at the very heart of the development of the young nation. ‘JRH’ has been one of the leaders in country’s struggle for independence since the 1970s, and was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize with his co-laureate East Timorese bishop Carlos Belo in 1996. It was for these reasons that Bradford University Peace Studies Department invited him to give the Opening Lecture at and participate in the annual PeaceJam event which engages young people in reflection on issues of international peace. The Laureate began  his speech with a plea for renewed efforts on behalf of the people of Burma with whose cause he has identified. He then went on to describe the achievements in East Timor since the country became independent in 2002. President Horta spoke positively about the current social stability, expanding economy, and the good relations between Timor Leste and Indonesia. He acknowledged the urgent need for development of the infrastructure, especially the roads, power supply, sanitation and telecommunications. He also described the need for great improvements in education and health provision. He expressed gratitude on behalf of his compatriots for the assistance being given by the international community by both government and non-governmental agencies and by many individuals. He looked forward to an increasing degree of national self-sufficiency but admitted that this would take many years to achieve.

Before his lecture the President gave time in private to those Timorese who had been able to travel to Bradford from many different parts of England for the occasion, responding encouragingly to their appeals for job creation in East Timor. He alluded to the increasing investment in Timor Leste and to the planned construction projects - and to the determination of the present Government to avail as fully as possible of the mineral resources in the Timor Sea to the south of the country. He stressed the importance of reconciliation with Indonesia; the desirability of looking to the future rather than the past; and that it was within these two nations that progress towards greater internal and bilateral justice would be made – in a spirit of collaboration rather than via an international court. He doubted there was the requisite political will for such a court to be established, or that it would contribute to more positive relations between Timor Leste and its regional neighbours - whose goodwill was crucial for his country’s development.
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President Jose Ramos Horta with some of the East Timorese at Bradford University – March 5th 2010.

Peter Trust Projects in East Timor

Since the last East Timor Update the Trust has given support to several projects, some of them ongoing. With the generous response of many people to a special Christmas Appeal initiated in the Parish of the Holy Name, north Leeds, sufficient funds were generated to pay for a year’s feeding and education of 55 children at the Dominican Orphanage in Bidau Santana in Dili, and to meet the costs of the electrical power supply to the premises. Enough money was raised (over $10,000) to also provide the home with a computer and printer.
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Some of the orphans at the Dili home, with Sr Marylu OP and Fr Pat.

Trust funds were also disbursed to the meet the educational expenses of a former resident of the orphanage  Sulivan da Silva in vehicle maintenance and ICT at the Bandung College of Technology (Java), and of Genivia da Silva Marcal for medical studies in Manila (Philippines) - $1917 and $5916 respectively.

The Peter Trust continued to provide funds for the purchase of medicines for the Mobile Clinic based at the Suai hospital established by the Sisters of St Paul of Chartres ($3000 each quarter year) and for the wages of two nurses, and a driver mechanic ($3840 per annum). The Trust has also met the salaries of a lab technician and (in part) of a Filipino doctor who is a specialist in family medicine ($10,000 for the period June 2009-2010). Hopefully the Trust will be able to continue to make this very important contribution to health provision in Suai and vicinity.  

[image: image4.jpg]



Sr Bibianne SPC and a Timorese nurse at the mobile clinic in the village of Casa Bauk, Covalima district.

In Railaku the Trust has continued to assist with the secondary education of twenty poor students from the mountains by providing scholarships ($1000). All the students at the parish high school now benefit from the provision of computers and sewing machines powered from solar panels funded by the Trust donors in 2009 ($9500) >
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Funds have been set aside for the provision in 2010 of solar power to a doctor’s house/surgery in the village of Triloka, 25 miles east of the second city of Baucau on the north coast ($3831). This is the Trust contribution towards a large project that includes the building of a separate clinic with overnight accommodation and laboratory facilities for analysis.

Further support was given to the asrama (boarding house) established in the village of Baocnana in the enclave of Oecussi where twenty-five girls and (currently) seven boys from mountain villages are accommodated so that they can attend the local high school.  In the house they develop social and domestic skills - and can now also acquire basic computer literacy with the several laptops provided recently by the Peter Trust ($1500).
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Baocnana hostel residents gather to express thanks to Peter Trust donors.

The Peter Trust continues to support the work undertaken by the ALMA Sisters with handicapped children in Dili ($2000 per annum). The Trust provided a motorbike to help the Sisters in their home visitations (50 each week), and donors will be pleased to know that this work can now expand beyond Dili because a generous benefactor has provided the Sisters with a 4x4 off-road vehicle. This will enable them to reach isolated households in the rural areas and also transport the disabled (and equipment) to and from the newly established convent/hostel in the capital > 
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Donors will be pleased to learn of the successful completion of tertiary studies by Pinto Cardoso and Jeremias Baptista Gomes whom the Trust supported over several years with their tuition and accommodation expenses at the Universities of Kupang (West Timor) and Yogyakarta (Java). Both graduated last summer and are now employed by the TL Government and a national NGO engaged in the development of their country. They keep the Trustees updated on their work.
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An important project to which the Trustees are currently giving their consideration is the Womens’ Woven Art Workshop established by Australian Trisha Johns to enable village women to generate funds to support their families and enhance their dignity in the community. Weaving is a traditional skill in East Timor and the woven items (called tais) feature centrally in Timorese culture and social life. They are worn/displayed at all important social events such as weddings and funerals, in the welcome of important visitors to the community, and are exchanged as tokens of mutual respect and support between families. Each region has its own colour combinations and patterns. The women weavers are mostly illiterate yet are capable of the most intricate and subtle work. 

Tais are a significant cultural heritage and their creation should be supported on such grounds alone, but the marketing of these items could give real support to women in providing for their families, and enhancing their dignity and status in the community. Trisha Johns has been working for ten years, at her own personal expense, to develop a link between the village women and potential overseas markets. She has established a workshop in Dili at which the locally woven material is fashioned into articles with international sales potential. She is hoping to set up a training programme for the women to acquire business skills so as to manage this production effectively for the direct benefit of their peers in the villages and generally in East Timorese society.

The costs of setting up the programme are $4120 initial outlay for basic equipment, and $1200 each month for the wages of the trainer/director for business management and associated skills. Capable people to undertake this work are already identified and the project could proceed promptly if funds can be guaranteed. Donors concerned about the welfare and status of women are invited to contact the Secretary for further information about this project. >
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Many thanks to all our Friends and Supporters and to all donors whose generosity is enabling an increasing number of projects in health care, education, income generation, technical and leadership training to be established and maintained in East Timor. The need for your assistance continues to be very great: it will be at least a generation before the people of East Timor can develop their country so as to provide adequately for their basic needs – until then all that we can do to help is much appreciated!
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